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JUST BEFORE 


Though he that ever kind and true, 
Kept stoutly step by step with you, 
Your whole, long, gusty lifetime 
through, 
Be gone a while before, 
Be :uw a moment: gone before, 
Yet doubt not, soon the seasons shall 
restore me et 
Your. friend to you-- 


He has but turned a corner--still 

He pushes on with a right good will, 

Through mire and marsh, by hedge 
and hill, 

That self-same, arduous way-~ 
That self-same upland, hopeful way, 
That you and he, through many a 

doubtful day, 

Attempted still. 


He is not dead, this friend--not dead, 
But in the path we mortals tread 
Got some few trifling steps ahead, 
And nearer to the end, 
j So that you, too, once past the bend 
2 Shall meet again, as face to face, this 
friend 
You fancy dead. 


—Robert Louis Stevenson. 
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EDUCATE YOURSELF 


This little paper gives you more and 
m6 better reading than many larger 
journais of two and three times the 
size. The ads are of more importance 
to them. It takes just one hour to 
read ‘“‘The Non-Partisan’’ through 
from cover to cover. Many say they 
tead it through twice. Can you spare 
that hour to benefit yourself? Many 
bright minds are voluntarily contri- 
buting for your benefit. You should 
never miss reading every article. We 
mean to keep on the job until your 
Perspective’’ is right. 


: 106 Eighth Avenue East 
Wedding Rings 2 
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By The Store for your CHRISTMAS PRESENTS is CHAUNCEYS* 


I ‘The best quality goods at close prices” 


_ —"CHAUNCEY™ 
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CALGARY, DEC. 4, 1918 


TOPICS IN BRIEF 


The finest thing about a war is the 
end of it. 
* * + 
The Kaiser is now welcome in No 
Man’s Land. - 
‘ * * x 
Bill quit Germany, but a Devil-of-a- 
Bill remains. 
" *# *& % 
How much longer will Canada’s 
Press Censor draw his salary. 
ok *  # 


Won't somebody tell the Profiteers 

the war is over. 
+ * * 

** The Cooties,’” too, will be sorry 
the war is over. A pleasant time was 
had by them. 

* 

Farmers in politics is a live issue and 
likely to become more so in the near 
future. 


GET YOURS EARLY. 
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ENDOW THE PRESS © 


The Daily CThronicle has been sold. 
Its old proprietors never aimed at affrce 
for themselves, and the: paper, as a rulz, 
was independent, courageous and'%tru2 
to its principles. Newpapers now ate 
being controlled by men who have 
foot in 
Westminster or Whitehall. : 


The papers 


that are free are becoming fewer and fewer 


at a time when it has become more evident 


than ever that the press is an organic patt - 


of the machincry of democracy, and that 
its purity, efficiency and disinterestedness 
are of the highest importance. 
aires endow colleges, schools and libraries, 
but it has never yet occurred to a million- 
aire to endow a paper and a stafi—and crt 


them clean adrift—The New Statesman. | 


* k * 
A clean peace means a new interna- 
tional policy that wili. chain up _the 
furies of war for ever. 


THE GREAT OBSTACLE TO PROGRESS! 


Marriage Licenses 


CHILDREN - 
med litical Junker? 


tha 


Lig 


o-abolish this - 


Y fred. Quen. 


R. CHAUNCRY LIMITED , Since we do thebest Watch Repairing 
in Alberta, Send us YOUR Watch. 


one’ 
Fleet Street and the other in 


Miilion- 
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BUSINESS CARDS 


J. B. BARRON 
Barrister, Solicitor, Notary Public 


129 8th Avenue East Phone M2777 
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McLEAN, PATTERSON & BROAD 


Barristers and Solicitors 


Offices: Maclean Block, cor. 8th Avenue and 
; Centre Street, Calgary 


J. E. VARLEY 
BARRISTER, ETC. 


203 Leeson-Lineham; Building 
Phones M1873-M1748 Res. W 4592 


J. J. MACDONALD 


Wea . Barrister, Sclicitor, Notary 
3 303-6 Beveridge Bldg. ‘Phone M 3371 


' __E. A, DUNBAR 
phen is Barrister, Solicitor and Notary 

wy : 9 Royal Bank Chambers, 

Elghth Avenue and Centre Street 


‘Phones: Residence, W4297; Office, M3375- 
JOHN J. PETRIE 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary 

, + Miles Block 
322a 8th Avenue West, Calgary 


Ss. H. ADAMS, B.A, 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 


117 Eighth Ave., W. A 
Phone M 1616 P.O. Drawer C 


‘| H,, L. O7ROURKE ii 
Sues ts Barrister, Solicitor . 
ee _' MONEY TO LOAN 

; 403 Maclean Block Phone M 4116 


O. E.. CULBERT: | 
BARRISTER, ETC. ° 
Alberta Gorner 


Ream 330 Calgary. 


LATHWELEL & CRAIG 


Barristers, Soticitors, Notaries, Etc. 
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Leste teed natn Pat 


300-1 Leeson-Lineham Bik. Phone M1391 


' J. A. (IRVINE 


FIRE, AUTO, ACCIDENT and HEALTH 
INSURANCE 


201 Leeson-Lineham Block, Calgary: 
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What ‘Reconstruction 


Means! 
By Will Workman. 


The thought that the principles which 


govern the conduct of one man to another 
need readjusting is no new one. 

In every age and clime there have been 
men’ who would recast or reconstruct the 
fabric of society. It can be stated, I 
think, witout stirring up a nest of hornets, 
that the school of thought broadly called 
Socialistic have gone further toward the 
practical solution of this great problem 
than any school preceding it, and it would 
be safe to say that Liberals, Conservatives, 
Democrats and Republicans are constantly 
nibbling and placing on the Statutes some 
fragment of the principles enuunciated by 
this ever-growing philosophy or religion. 

Perhaps there was never a time that 
demonstrated as clearly as this war period 


has done, the imperative need of recon-’ 


struction, and certainly there was never a 
time that any system proved itself more 
inadequate to serve the needs of the age it 
pretended to serve. In the brief space 
allotted to us we will endeavor .to say what 
reconstruction means to ourselves, the 
plain men and women who are neither 
by. training nor temperament fitted to 
delve very deep into the great issues. 
First and foremost, then, it means the 


carrying out to its finality the idea of the - 


League of Nations, and the destruction, of 
the false gods that under the guise of 
patriotism make possible war, and the 
setting up of the International, in place of 
the National. It means the same code 
of morality for the nation as for the indivi- 
dual, and the commandment: ‘“ Thou 


shalt not kill,” shall be just as binding on © 


one as the other. ee Bey 

To the Britisher it means, the destruc- 
tion of the heroic as typified by Nelson, 
Raleigh, Marlboro and Kitchener, the 
idea of not allowing Jrishmen to govern 
Ireland, and Egyptiansto govern Egypt. 
The freedom of the seas, without the 
surveilance of the British navy; death to the 
dream of the World Empire. Inthe place 
of these, ‘‘ The Federation of the World 
and the Parliament of Man.”’ 
..._ In the world of commerce and finance it 
of ‘necessity breathes a new ideal. The 
first pidar must be absolute Free Trade 
between all nations. It is not necessary 
to repeat that tariff walls have been very 
largely responsible for creating feelings of 


distrust, and there can be no League of 


Nations while ‘tariff walls stand. To all 
nations, it means that the system of grab 
which has contributed to the building up 
of obnoxious’ colonial. systems must be 
brought to an end. " 

In our domestic laws and relationships 
the need for reconstruction is just as keen. 


WILSON’S BOOK STORE 


111 EIGHTH AVENUE EAST, CALGARY 


' tion of the natural resoy 


The Latest and Best Books 


DEEP FURROWS, a History of the Farmer’s Movement... .$1.50 
THE COW PUNCHER, by Robt. J. C. Stead 
JOAN AND PETER, by H.G. Wells 
A DAUGHTER OF THE LAND, by Gene Stratton Porter. . 
BENTON OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, by Sergt. Kendall.. 
YOUNG DIANA, by Marie Corélli 


While we in the West ha 
lems from those that 
Europe, they are based 
mental misconceptions. 


‘The wanton destruct 


ve different py 
Ob... 

ate. SO evident. 

on the same flindi. 


t rces of th 
American continent ‘has been ane ofa 


blackest crimes in history, : 
of millionaires of the Jay Gent "Rosen 
feller, Clifford Sifton type will reveal to 
future generations the criminality and la k 
of foresight of those to whom have been a 
trusted the laying of the fundations of the 
North American dominions, Recon. 
struction means that the natural resources 
that are stillin the hands of the people must 
be used for the benefit of the people and 
steps taken to recover those lands and re- 
sources that have been filched. 


The great public service corporation must 
also be brought into the realms of Public 
Ownership. 


The system of distributing the neces- 
saries of life with its highly vaunted idea 
of efficiency has proved in the period of 
stress through which we have just passed 
to be lacking without exception the war- 
ring nations have had to ignore the regular, 
channels of trade and create organizations 
that were less cumbrous and more in keep- 
ing with a Socialized community. The 
old order built on profits—profits for the 
manufacturer, broker, wholesaler and re- 
tailer, each with their wasteful system of 
advertising and duplication of travelling 
salesmen must go and in its place a sys- 
tem. of a co-operative nature whether 
owned by the consumers themselves or the 
State must be set up, a system that will find 
the shortest route to the consumer from the 
producer and service to the community 
be the goal of its endeavors. 

Some ‘have had an idea that the Grain 
Growers’ Organization would attempt to 
use its influence and machinery to this end. 
In the older countries the efforts of co- 
operative societies have benefited the com- 
munity irrespective of whether they were 
members or no, unfortunately, the Grain 
Growers imagine that their duty ends when 
they have served. their members. Whether 
it will eventually strike them that it 1s to 
the interest of all that they must broaden 
their ideas and put a little of the Altruism 
of the age into the management remains to 
be seen. ’ 

Into the industrial world the new ideal 
must also be set working. The thought 
that one set of human beings were born’ 
to be exploited by another must no longer 
have a place. A system of joint manage- 
ment is now being arranged in Great Rri- 
tain, whether this will eventually lead to | 
Syndicalism, Guild Socialism or State 
Ownership we need not at this time con: 
cern ourselves, that scheme will be adopted 
finally that proves itself the best fitted to 
serve the age. The great thing at this 
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Be ime is 
hich 1s : s 
tic contro 
ve of the larger_plan. 
the Shop Stewards’ Movement, and 


® travails o 


to set in motion some machinery 
tep in the direction of Demo- 
land which will be the founda- 
The Whitley Re- 


ort, 


BF experiments that afte now being made in 


Russia will all furnish data that will assist 
is to arrive at the solution of this problem. 
the health of the community must no 
fonger be left in the chaotic state it is in to- 
If the teachings of Christianity can 

ca compel us to alter it, then the fact that 
itis poor business to leave the health of the 
resent to the vagaries of charity and a 
profit-seeking profession., ‘That the birth 
f a mother should be made a 

source of profit, and that the life and use- 


my julness of the whole community should 


be curtailed because the State has not 


ff ;calized it has a duty to its citizens in this 


regard is a very serious reflection on the 


© oficacy of the Christian church to instil 


| the teachings of Christ, and on our Na- 


= tional pride to have a race of weaklings. 


F The health of all must be the business of all. 
If the military find it necessary to provide 
medical care for the soldier, surely it is the 
the business of the State to provide for 
those who by their every-day activities pro- 
duce the essentials of life. 

The education of the young must have 

i tobe given a new dignity. Too long has 
ihis been regarded as only an end to a 
means, and the old idea that education is 
only a preparation to a means of making a 
livelihood must give place to the thought 


s that education is mental training, stimulus 


to the imagination and cultivation of the 
powers of reasoning. The teaching pro- 
fession has too long been regarded as a step 
towards the legal profession, and the consce- 
quences are that the old-fashioned schcol- 
master has given place to voung ladies, 
who, whatever their acddemic knowledge, 


| have not lived long enough to be able 


to impart to their pupils the real philoso- 


| phy of life. 


Reconstruction means, in short, that all 
the activities that go towards the making 
and distributing of the necessities and 


; pleasures of life shall be taken out of the 
 Individualistic and placed on A_ Social 


Basis. 
WILL WORKMAN. 


Next issue:— Are: the Workers Pro- 
fiteering,”” 
* * * 


BUYING A PEERAGE 


The purchase price of the Daily Chroni- 
cle, Lloyd’s News and fixtures, etc., was 
$8,000,000, which indicates substantial 
puts has been made since the War. 
he paper is going to be a Lloyd George 
liberal paper, and will bid for Liberal 
support. Mr. George has quite enough 
Unionists on his back and does not want 
more. The ‘‘Old Gang” Asquith Liberals 
pruttated purchasing the paper and with 
tai ret push and enterprise could cer- 
ey y have got it. But the timidity 
Nee too often marks their politics came 
alle a their Private ventures and they 
in pits the friends of Mr. George to walk 
dailies at ae ne most influential 
country. ompeting groups 
clustered round like flies round, a honey 
r ee rice Sir Henry Dalziel (owner 
‘i paste s Weekly) and his group of 
an ehall - business men pulled off the 
retin’ we it is evident they will want some 
Sie or that eight millions beyond the 
si pele of having served their 
a hee weader. .As to how many will get 
tit thoes will remain an open question, 
le odds can certai ly be laid on Sir 
fury getting one. 
‘—The New Statesman. 
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LABOR AND THE PEACE 
SETTLEMENT 


It is certain that th 
: e Peace Settlement 
mu ae refer only to those issues which 
Prolessional diplomatists are accus- 


tomed—the nec ran 
justments.” essary territorial ad- 
The insistent efforts of the Labor 


organizations of the Allied Nations has 
been directed to the end that the Treaty 
of Peace will include settlement of the 
€conomic questions in which the Labor 
Organizations of the world have so great 
an interest. The British Labor Party’s 
Daeg of War Aims expounded 

of embodying in the new instru- 
ment of world settlement, not merely the 
principle of preventing hostile tariff dis- 
criminations and maintaining an open 
door for trade, but also that of an inter- 
national common minimum of social 
legislation, such as the actual prevention 
of unemployment (not its relief when 
allowed to occur), provisions for protec- 
tion of labor, security of life and health as 
well as its care in case of illness, accident 
and invalidity, and the active intervention 
of Governments in the reorganization of 
industry. 

Some people will be surprised at the 
idea that such an instrument as the 
Peace Treaty should deal with social and 
economic subjects. But this Treaty of 
Peace must be the foundation of a new 
World of States, and it cannot be ignored 
that in the relations between States there 
is much more involved than a clash of 
arms. 

The Labor Aims fall under three main 
heads. First, reparation of damage to 
individual sufferers, not compensation to 
Governments and property-owners only 
but also necessary provision for “‘setting 
up the wage-earners and peasants in homes 
and employments, and compensation for 
those who have suffered wrong, or to 
their dependents.” This idea strikes a 
new note. Second, it requires that each 
country adopt active regulation of the 
conditions of industry, culminating in 
international factory, health, housing, 
accident, unemployment and other social 
legislation. ‘Third, Labor draws attention 
to the imperative necessity of not leaving 
things to the mad scramble of competitive 
profiteering, but that concerted interna- 
tional action should be taken for. the 
rationing to all countries of the raw 
materials and transport needed to set 
going industry to prevent widespread 
starvation or prolonged unemployment in 
particular countries as to amount of 
famine. 

Labor insists, whether we wish it or not, 
that ‘we are members one of another. 
No man (nation) liveth to himself alone. 
If any, even the humblest suffer, the whole 
community and everyone of us is thereby 
injured. For generation after generation 
this has been the corner-stone of the faith 
of Labor. It will be the guiding principle 
of any Labor Government.” 

Who .after this shall scoff at Labor 
organizations or endeavor to throw stones 
at its Leaders ? 


—JOHN PHAROS. ' 


For Cut Flowers, House 
Plants, Wedding Bou- 


quets, Funeral Designs, 
SEND TO 


TheCampbell Floral Co. 


CALGARY 


of SUITS| 


From now till New Year, we are 
offering our stock of Suits at great 
reductions. Call and see us when 
in town. 


W BALLINGALL 
1009 FIRST ST. W. 


(Between 10th and 11th Avenue) 
Calgary 
“Out of the High Rent District.’’ 


|} E. B. Curlette jf 


Make Photos your 
Xmas present this 


year 


HI. 
Studio--111 8th Ave. W. If 


Established 1900 


INTENSIVE 


CULTIVATION 


That is the modern way. In fact, 
“Intensive ’’ can be prefixed to 
most lines nowadays. .— 


We are pioneers in intensive teach- 
ing of commercial subjects. 


Many of our best students com- 
plete a first-rate course and are in 
places five months after they enroll. 
In this way the student from the 
country can save on board expenses 
which is a consideration. 


Rowe (the up-to-the-minute short- 
hand) is taught as well as Pitman and 
Gregg. 


COUPLAND (Pioneer) 
BUSINESS COLLEGE 


107~109 14th Avenue West. 
(Near C. N. R. Depot), Calgary 


. Motto: 
** SUCCESS OF THE STUDENT" 


Phone M2345 “Ih 
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' The Labor Movement ~~ 


RECONSTRUCTION. 
Py Alex. Ross, M. L. A. 


The word ‘“ Re- 
construction ”’ has 
taken the place of 
the word demociacy 
in our national vo- 
cabulary; it is now 
a sort of an etymo- 
logical football, 
played by people 
who seem to have 
but little knowledge 
of where the goal 
posts are. Were any 
one to dae ask 
what they meant by reconstructicn, the 
game would have to be suspended to allow 
the refe:ee to wet his whistle. 

Dwing the last week, Ottawa has been 
visited by people representing cur na- 
tional instituticns, begging fcr an oppor- 
tunity to help in what is termed “ Re- 
consti uction.” Ottawa received them 
with cpen arms, even feted some of the 


_deputaticns at the Chauteau Lawier. 


‘The spokesman for the government as- 
sured them that we were about to enter a 
very ciitical period in our naticnal life, 
but they, being wise men endcwed with 
unusual peispicacity, had appointed 
several committees to prepare for this 
peiiod and only quite recently another 
committee had been appointed to super- 
vise the work of the other committees, 
etc., etc. These deputations weie further 
advised to go home and start reconstruct- 
ing. 

No doubt there are many people who 
would like to do a little reconst:ucting, 


but what are we going to reconst:uct ? - 


What is wrong with our present structure ? 
Surely it is important that we should know 
what is wrong with our present structure 
before we attempt to reconstruct as people 
‘very rarely attempt to repair, reconstruct, 


‘or renovate anything unless there is a need 


for it, and before the overhauling process 
commences we agree what is to be done 
and plan accoidingly. ; 

It may be that we all agree that the pre- 
war state is‘so bad that a diagnosis is un- 
necessary, or that a_ scientific preparation 
and treatment is impossible of accom 
plishment. If we could only agree on the 
first question that the pre-war state was 
bad, or that it had fallen into a hopeless 
condition of disrepair during the war, there 
would be some hope for the future, at least 
that belief would form a solid foundation 
to commence reconstruction. There is 
nothing, however, to indicate that we con- 
sider the present state as faulty; on the con- 
trary, we must consider it a very worthy 
institution because we are sending an army 


over to Russia to persuade our one-time 
Allies that our democracy is the best. 

It is hardly fair to assume that the 
capitalist will ever agree that a change is 
necessary; he made money in pre-war 


days; he made much more during the war, © 


and is now living in hopes of peace and 
prosperity. He is now evidently grasping 
the opportunity to make a plea for more 
protection, state aid to industries, or any- 
thing that will make a return on his in- 
vestment secure. Although there is no de- 
sire on his part to exchange a system 
that fed him well, he is, judging by the 
literature issued by the manufacturers, 
somewhat alarmed at the prospect of ‘re- 


* turned soldiers being unable to find em- 


ployment. To have a surplus of labor 
was always regarded as indispensable to 
good business. ‘The times have changed: 
the surplus, it is feared, will be large and 
dangerous. 


It is generally conceded that the return 
of the soldier will witness an overstocked 
labor market, also that the working class 
will not regard unemployment in the same 
light as in pre-war days. ‘The sacrifice has 
been so great that those who made the sacri- 
fice have earned the right to employment, 
if by that means only they can live. It is 
not a new idea; the only difference between 
now and pre-war days is that the latent 
power of the mass has been awakened. 
They are going to demand employment! 


The state has ‘to be readjusted to 
meet the demand for employment. If it 
cannot be done by private enterprise, then 
we must do it by collective enterprise. 

_ Some nations will find it extremely difficult 
to adjust the present system of production 
to guarantee a national minimum of se- 
curity against poverty and want. In 
Western Canada that difficulty does not 
exist; we have millions of acres of fertile 
lands held out of use. ‘What we ought to 
do is to take the land from the speculators 
and give it to those who will use it. The 
process may be painful for land monopo- 
lists, but now is the opportune moment to 
inaugurate a land policy that will put 
a ban for all time on land speculators. 


Land settlement, no matter what the 
conditions are, cannot be regarded as a 
panacea for unemployment, as a large 
number of those who will be looking for 
employment have already tried farming 
and could not be again persuaded to take 
up land, will demand work in other in- 
dustries. Unemployment, were it pos- 
sigle to regard it as a provincial question, 
need not be difficult to face. Forty 
thousand men enlisted from the province; 
fifty per cent. were employed on the land 
before enlistment, the balance were casually 
employed in towns. 
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The Exquisite Work 
Of our stitching machine is a revelation 
to those accustomed to old-fashioned 
shoe repairing, and we use only the best 
of materials in our work. A test of our 
efficiency will keep you from ever going 
back to old-time cobbling service. 


O. K. SHOE CoO. 


Calgary's Leading Shoe Repairers 


707a First Street East 


Phone [1 5078 


The state should unde 

velopmént of our natural reece de. 
an undertaking would secure 4 dual-; Such 
it would not only help to provaere 
ployment more readily than ; ' i em. | 
private enterprise, but it would sit to 4 
blow at the social ills inherent in a ae 2 
which encourages private ownership ystem 
Hecceritics of life. P of the 

anada has an exceptiona : 
of building a state that seipeer ie Perehity 
ample to the civilized world because a ao 
comparatively free from tradition— ate: 
sessing enormous potentialities, Hay POS: 
the ‘‘ Will To Do?” © we 
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Fall Footwear 
For Ladies 


Our new lines of high 
cuts in Blacks, Tans 
and Greys, at $8.00 

, $9.00, are undoubtedly 
the greatest values in 
the West to-day. 
Why should you pay 
$10.00, $12.00 and $15 
for this claasof goods 
in the high-rent dis- 
tricts ? 


IR VINE’S 


1005 1st St. . 


Calgary, A lta. 
{ 


XMAS TOYS 


We have everything and any- 
in Toys, Dolls, Games, Blocks, 
etc., also a big stock of moder- 
ately-priced Xmas Presents of 
every description. 
SPECIAL SALE PRICES FOR 
15 DAYS. 


PEARSON’S BOOKSHOP 
216 EIGHTH AVENUE EAST 
Opp. Red Cross Phone M1970 


Agents for Edison Phonographs 
and Records. 


ST. REGIS|| 
HOTEL 


CALGARY 
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The newest and best furnished 
popular priced hotel in the city 
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om: Partisan 


For the creation of Independent and 
Progressive Thought and Action. 
Published on alternate Thursdays 
qm, Irvine, Editor J. H. Ford. Business Mgr 


410-411 Leeson and Lineham Block Phone M180] 
ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR 


PS ee pee eel 

There is no wealth but life. That country is the 
richest which nourishes the greatest number of noble 
and happy human beings. ’*__ Ruskin. 


“INOTHER ‘The Non-Partisan 
STALWART movement has lost a 
LOST worthy and influential 
supporter through the 

death of Mr. Russel Main, of Pincher 
Creek, who was one of the unfor- 
tunate victims of the epidemic. Mr. 
Main was a clear thinker on political 
and social matters; was held .:: highest 
respect by’ his fellows, and was an 
enthusiastic . worker for the cause 
of democracy. He was one of the 
first to join the League in that dis- 
trict, and much of the success of the 
movement there is due to his influ- 
ence and efforts. . We can ill afford 
to lose such men as this when they 
are so much needed, but we will not 
forget his services, and will “ carry 
on’ so that his efforts may yet re- 
sult in the greatest possible harvest 
of good. 


HEROINES It is safe to say that 
OF THE there is not one class 
FLU." of people or profes- 


sion which did more 
to stamp out the recent epidemic, or 
which is more deserving of the 
gratitude of the various communities 
than that of the Alberta school 
teachers. There are comparatively 
speaking so few men in this profession 
that we may confine our remarks to 
the ladies. ‘hey, with a courage 
and a willingness to serve that were 
admirable, volunteered to nurse, or 
make soup or do some other work 
necessary for the common good, and, 
but for their timely service, the death 
rate might have been very much in- 
creased. 

Self-sacrifice and service are the 
noblest ends of human life, and it is 
gratifying to know that those who 
come in such close contact with the 
coming generation possess these high 
qualities. ‘The influence of charac- 
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ters capable of such noble service is a 
‘moral asset to Alberta, and will reflect 
itself in the lives of those coming 
under their tuition. All honor to the 
lady teachers of Alberta. We thank 
you. . * ok oy 
POLITICAL 
ACTION. 


Readers of the 
Non-Partisan 
have been recent- 
ly favored with able articles from Mr. 
Weir and Mr. Dunham for and 
against political action by the farming 
and working class generally. It 
seems to us that both writers have dis- 
covered:and announced truths which 
are not necessarily contradictory. 
Mr. Dunham believes that it would 
be a mistake for the U. F. A., or any 
other branch of the farmers’ industrial 
organization, to enter politics as an 
organization, while Mr. Weir be- 
lieves that political action by or- 
ganized ‘farmers is imperative. 

The truth of Mr. Dunham’s con- 
tention is very clear. ‘The U. F. A. 
has been organized on industriail 
lines. By mutual arrangement, poli- 
tics is banned from the organization; 
and, as a result, men of all types of 
political belief belong to the move- 
ment. They can thus co-operate 
without friction, and accomplish a 
great deal to benefit the farming in- 
dustry, while if they took up politics, 
being divided in political opinion, 
the wreck of the U. F. A. would be 
the inevitable result. This is seen by 
Mr. Dunham, and by Mr. Woods and 
others, and they are wise to keep 
the movement to the main object of 
its coming into being. 

On the other hand, Mr. Weir, we 
believe, is equally right when he 
claims that farmers must organize 
for political action before they can 
hope to affect the changes in our 
economic system which most farmers 
desire. Co-operation has proved of 
great advantage in an industrial 
sense to the Western farmer, and Mr. 
Weir would extend the principle of 
co-operation into the political field. 
This, we believe, is an imperative 
step, but it must be taken outside 
of the U. F. A.; it must be built up by 
men of common political views. This 
is precisely the function of the Non- 
Partisan Teague. We must have 
political action, but such action can- 
not be taken by an industrial organ- 
ization composed of men of all 
shades of political opinion, hence Mr. 


Weir and Mr. Dunham are both 
right in their contentions. 
The League has no word but 


praise for the U. F. A. There is 
creat need for both movements, and 
the sooner these movements learn to 
practise between themselves the co- 


operation they preach, the better it 
will be for both. 


‘ : 5 
THE G. G. A. In the columns 
_ of the Non-Par- 
tisan recently there appeared a criti- 
cism of the Grain Growers’ organiza- 
tion and of the Grain Growers’ Guide, 
which some people think severe and 
unwarranted. These articles, by 
Mr. Carp, have been replied to by 
champions of the G. G. A., and our 
paper has been equally at the dis- 
posal of both. We believe in the 
virtues of criticism, and whether. Mr. 
Carp’s views are correct or not, it 
will do no harm for the G. G. A., and 
its mouthpiece, the ‘‘ Guide,’ to 
know what a section of the public 
think conceriing them. 

We refrain from reaching con- 
clusions in our editorial columns on 
the debate between Mr. Buckley and 
Mr. Carp for several reasons. The 
first is that the Grain Growers’ Asso- 
ciation is not yet an enemy to pro-- 
gress, and hence we have no call to 
attack its principles. It has done a 
wonderful work for Western Canada 
along educational lines, and we be- 
lieve it is still in a position to con- 
form to the new demands. 

Again, the Association began to do 
a co-operative business on the broad- 
est principle for which it could re- 
ceive government permission, and’ has 
been hampered by capitalistic legisla- 
tion designed to prevent the de- 
velopment ofa true co-operative move- 
ment. 

In any event, the Grain Growers’ 
Association is as good as those com- 
posing it will permit, and if. the 


“criticism of such writers as Mr.. 


Carp be taken in the proper spirit 
there is no doubt that a tremendous 
field of usefulness will open up for the 
organized farmers, and the future will 
preve for the G. G. A. as bright and 
serviceable as the past. 

* x #& 


THE O. I. C. The present gover- 
GOVERNMENT ernment entered 

upon its career un- 
der the auspicious name of a Union 
Government, but its actions will earn 
for it the name of the Order-in- 
Council Government. Parliament has 
almost become a thing of the past; 
questions of tremendous importance 
which would not have passed the 
house under fair debate have been 
rushed through by order-in-council, 
some of which questions have been 
half-baked, and some entirely raw. 
The people are getting heart-sick of 
this, and will welcome a change at the 
first opportunity. 

The last order-in-council is typically 
plutocratic, having as its aim the 
protection of private property and the 
care of profits. Under its enforce- 
ment any individual or orgarization 
advocating public or government 


—_—_— 


Glambeck, Secty. Queens- 
town, U. F. A. 


The Kaiser and his 

gang are driven to 
the woods, the Huns 
are licked, the mili- 
tarism and despot- 
ism of the Central 
Powers is smashed 
and it is a glorious 
victory. But wait 
a bit! In spite of 
their humiliating de- 
feats the people of 
the Central Empires 
arelikely to be the real gainers from this war, 
the late W. T. Stead, I think, held the 
theory that it was better for the -prole- 
tariat of a country when their side lost a 
war. Andit is likely to come true. 
The people of both Austria and Germany 
have not only gained political liberty, but 
they will gain economic freedom as well. 
The German, Austrian and Russian work- 
ers will now get their reforms for the asking, 
and the burden likely to be imposed on 
them by the Allies will be as nothing 
compared to the burdens they will rid 
themselves of for the future. Not only 
will the new form of government be in itself 
a guarantee of peace, but also a guarantee 
that the people will cease to be robbed and 
exploited by an organized gang of profiteers 
athome. Iam firmly convinced the people 
of these countries will get the junker ele- 
ments off their backs for good and all. 

And what about Canada? ‘What will 
we Canadians, citizens of the British Em- 
pire, have gained by the war? It may be 
some satisfaction to know we have helped 
the people of the Central Empires in get- 
ting rid of their oppressors, but what 
about our own Huns who evidently have 
no intention of abdicating and setting us 
free. There is not a sign on the horizon 
that our economic chains will be loosened or 
our burdens lightened. Our political li- 
berty had serious setbacks during the war. 
A country governed by orders-in-council 
is not exactly our ideal of democracy. 
Still, we were told it was necessary during 
_ the war, and on the strength of that we will 
say no more about it, but it is up to us to 
see to it that nothing more in that line is 
put over us. 

At the present time all the great and good 
men who rule us are spending sleepless 
nights and burning midnight oil in order 
to devise ways and means to settle the 
soldiers’ problem and to lay plans for 
reconstruction. Already our press is 
foreshadowing great emigration and gen- 
eral prosperity for the future. What does 
this talked-of prosperity mean ? It means 
that all the factories and other enterprises 
in which our money-kings have their 
capital invested should be running full 
time with wages low and an army of un- 
employed waiting ready to take the jobs 
of the employed workers should they ask 
for higher wages and better working con- 
ditions. It means that there should be a 
man on every quarter, half, or whole sec- 
tion from the Inteinational Boundary to 
as far north to the North Pole as it is pos- 
sible for man to live. It means that every 
man, woman and child living on these 
farms will work early and late, during 
heat or cold, to cultivate these farms and 
turn the product over to the financial mag- 
nates to gamble with. It means that 


By {John 


these settled districts will. be followed by 
small towns where “ our money-kings' 
can place branches of their banks, im- 
plement, hardware and grocery stores, 
charging their own prices to the farmers, 
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| The Promise of the Future 


and to buy all the farmers’ products at the 
buyers’ own price. 

The ideal farmer in the opinion of these 
Same financiers is the man with a hare 
living, who does not belong to the farmer’s 
union or co-operative association, who will 
vote one or the other of the old party 
ticket at election time, and who selis 
everything he raises to local dealers and 
buys everything he needs from the same 
people. This was the idea of prosperity 
believed in before the war, and unless we 
ourselves can defeat it, will be the system 
forced upon us in the future, 


The farmer can be prepared for it only 
one way, and that is to organize together— 
economically and politically. Remember 
this is our own fight, and we cannot look 
to those now riding on our back to get off 
unless we make them. And it is far better 
and easier to pay membership fees to or- 
ganizations and do it constitutionally, 
than to have to help throw up barricades 
and expose one’s self in defending them 
as often has been the case in Europe. 
That is why every farmer should listen pa- 
tiently to an organizer when he comes 
round, for it is far more profitable to you to 
listen to him than to many salesmen you 
spend hours with. And when you have 
joined and paid your fee, remember your 
duty has just begun. You must see 
that it is put ta good use. and to accom- 
plish the result set out to achieve you must 
at all times be ready to put your shoulder 
to the wheel and help the movement along. 
Talk about it to your brother farmers, and 
get them interested as well for every one 
that lines up the stronger your side be- 
comes. See that the management is 
efficient and the funds administered in the 
right way. Attend the conventions and 
elect your own executive officials, men im 
whom your trust and confidence can be 
placed. ‘Take an interest in the audit, and 
do not hesitate to make any suggestion 
whereby you think the methods might~hbe 
improved. Once you are a member, you 
are a part of the movement, and you can 
do something in helping to direct its policy. 
Its no use paying a membership fee and 
then being ‘‘ a dead one,” like some of our 
members elected to parliament. 


The Non Partisan movement is a-new 
movement, and to all who are new mem- 
bers, or about to become members, I whould 
say don’t go to the opposition for a true 
opinion of what it stands for. The old 
party press would very soon scare and 
alarm you, but there is no need for that. 
The reforms advecated are sane, progres- 
sive and practical—along the line of the 
greatest good to the greatest number. 
The aim of the Non Partisan movement is 
two-fold—first, to secure a business ad- 
ministration instead of a party govern- 
ment, and’ then to proceed with an 
economic reconstruction on democratic 
lines. But the people must first obtain 
political control. The government of 
Canada, and that of the provinces, are in 
the hands of a few powerful interests who 
practically finance all elections for benefits 
either received or promised to them, and 
in this way they control,the supposed 
repiesentatives of the people. 

The League is organizing the farmers so 
that they can select their own repre- 
sentatives, draft the programme of legis- 
lation, fight elections with the organiza- 
tion, and with his or her recall signed, 
place the member elected in the true 
position of a servant of the people. 
financing of elections by the big interests 
is one of the chief sources of political 
corruption, for it ties the hands and 


e 


life blood from the farmer. 


The. 
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silences the tongue of every party poli- 
tician in parliament in speaking for the 
real interests of the people. i 
Then, as soon as the people own the 
government, that government can take ovea 
the ownership and control of public 
utilities, such as transportation, communi- 
cation, banks, and all. natural resources 
necessary to the welfare of the pedple. 
These should not be in the possession ‘and 
control of individuals, and as soon as 
conveniently possible, should be taken over 
and operated by the government for 
service to the people, and not for private 
profit. There is nothing unpractical in 
this, but it would be very unpractical to 
allow those things which everybody must 
use in order to live to belong to a few in- 
dividuals for their own private profit. 
If that way is always continued, then the 
people will be for ever sp against ex- 
ploitation. 


Our coal mines, our gas fields and oil 
lands and all mineral wealth should be 
public property. All our railways should 
be owned and operated by the govern- 
ment. ‘Those..who built..the first con- 
tinental railway have been well paid; in-fact, 
the country has paid tremendous pfofiis 
to the shareholders, and they could well 
afford to hand it over at a very reasonable 
price. ‘Then, again, the telegraph and ex- 
press companies; these enterprises should 
belong ‘to the government. .The infamous 
protective tariff, which takes millions 
from the peopl, must be abolished. 
Our banking system is. sucking the, very 
Fight to ten 
per cent. interest is usury. A government 
loan system could be inaugurated that 
would loan to farmers at the very lo west 
possible rate of interest. The man and 
woman who is willing to go out to the 
frontier and cultivate land should be en- 
abled to get money for machinery and 
stock, and also to live the first year. Such 
a system is already in operation in..Den- 
mark and.works well. Also, all specula- 
tion in:whatever products the farmers 
raise must cease. ne: Zorn 

“There are many other things . that 
are urgently needed, all along practical 
lines. To pass resolutions and present: 
them to the present government who are in 
the hands of our plutocratic class is’ a 
waste of time and perfectly useless. Théy 
will either be ignored entirely; or measures | 
will be passed in such shape that they. will 
be worthless. It’s absolutely no use to 
rely on party politicians who are under 
the domination of those interests who 
finance them. When they come before 
us at election times, with their tongue in 
their cheek and tears in their voice, we 
should turn a deaf ear to them. A little 
of the Kaiser medicine might do them 
good. We should put them on trial for 
the evil they have done, and for the v. 
in which they have squandered the cov 
try’s resources. 


Farmers and workers, to have anything 
worth having, we must gain control of the 
government. To remedy our evils, we 
must organize, educate and legislate. 
If we hold together and elect our Own 
representatives—then the future is ours. 
And instead of the awful poverty now 
existent among our fellowmen, which has 
been shown in glaring fashion by the re- 
cent epidemic, many dreadful cases having 
come to my knowledge, then that future 
will be bright with the promise of a higher 
and richer existence, a grander life for 
all. Let us all play a man’s part in helping 
to establish justice, righteousness and a 
square deal for all in this corner of the 
eatth. Let us all work for the future. 


—JOHN GLAMBECK. 
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Jottings from Ontario 


The U. I’. O. faces a great opportunity 
and farmers will do well to keep their 
eye on political developments over Canada 
during the next four or five weeks. 


The next few weeks may even mean the 
success of failure of the movement. Inside 
the month the U. F. O. will have held its 
annual convention and have taken a stand 
upon the political affiliations of the move- 
ment. (fig Fay” 
baThe U. FL O.’s  “ platform’’ for a 
farmers’ party, or at least for farmer mem- 
bers of parliament, will have been dealt 
with, and if signs can be read, the Con- 
Servative and Liberal parties will be before 
the public with definite programs, and the 
Unionistsaiwill be there or thereabouts. 


With the election of Bowman in Mani- 
toulin and the candidature of President 
Halbert in North Ontario, the U. F. O. 
Nas been drawn into politics. It-is now 
impossible to stand aloof; nor is there any 
inclifation to do so. 


F. With Sir John Willison’s “ Canadian Re- 
Construction Association,” hammering 
away on its protectionist campaign, with 
others advancing the propaganda of closer 
Imperial relations, with the necessity of 
paying for the war looming up, it is abso- 
utely essential that agriculture should be 
able to voice its sentiments politically. 


The mind of farmers of all Onravio must 
be turned to the serious political and 
fconomie problems that must be solved. 

ith the aid of its paper, a propaganda 
rea be launched that will genuinely in- 
orm farmers and weld rural thought into a 


solid Unit, 
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The present is one of the most serious and 
pivotal moments’ in the history of the 
Dominion. Agriculture is in the saddle as 
it never was before. All it needs is pub- 
lic endorsation and a firm hand on the reins. 
Momentous things are to come. The 
future of Canada will lie in the hand of the 
elected representatives of the people, and 
action is inevitable. 

Are farmers to elect their share of these 
representatives ? A start has been made 
and the opportunity will again come in 
other ridings. But there is no farmer’s 
party; there is no farmers’ leader—there is 
nothing for political purposes but a rabble. 


And the foes of agriculture are gathering 
in packs to he let loose upon the country 
like hungry wolves out to see that their 
belliés do not grow gatint, nor their hide 
chafe against naked ribs in the lean times 
ahead. 

The die will be cast in’ the next four 
weeks or So. Decisive problems will have 
to be met and the present may be the most 
important day in Canada’s history. 


Farmers of all Ontario , come to the an- 
nual U. F. O. convention at Toronto ready 
to enter into the deliberations in a broad 
spirit. Be ready to intelligently discuss 
the political situation; be ready to wisely 
counsel together for the good of agricul- 
ture and the welfare of Canada (the two 
things are inseparable), and leave your 
party politics at home. 

You have to decide what it is to be. 
A farmers’ Independent Party, or are the 
farmers of Ontario to tie up with whichever 
paity is prepared to throw it the bait of an 
approved platform in order. to secure its 


support ? 


THINK about it; TALK about it, and 
come to the annual convention in Decem- 
»ber ready to ACT about it. ‘' Quit ye like 
-men.*’ —A. 8. T. in the Weekly Sun. 

* * * 


THE “BIG I AMI" 


One reason why the Non-Partisan candi- 


dates should be supported is that they are 


of the people, for the people, and appointed. _ 


by the people, and are not self-appointed. 
They have the endorsement of the farmers 
because after investigating their character 
they have found them good. ‘They. find 
in them men they can trust and who will 
work for the cause of ‘‘equal rights to 
all and special privileges to none,*' 
whereas other candidates have only the. 
endorsement Of the “‘Big I Am.” | 
—The South Dakota Tribune. 


You must read ‘Outlawed by Lawyers”’ 
by Jas. Weir—on Page 13 
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U.G,.G. IS DEMOCRACY IN ACTION! 
Gleichen, Nov. 28th, 1918. 
Editor, ALBERTA NoN-PaRTISAN :— 

I am truly pleased to know I was wrong 
by suggesting in my last letter that Mr. 
Carp was a tactician of the ‘‘ Big Interests 
and hereby tender him my apology. | 

But must again take exception to his 
statement in Nov. 20th issue, viz.: ‘‘ That 
the Grain Growers have gone on and made 
money in true capitalistic fashion,’”’ which 
anyone who has the most rudimentary 
knowledge of the Company’s methods, 
knows to be absurd. ‘The Profiteer sells 
for the most he can squeeze out of those 
who are compelled to buy from him, but 
the U.G.G. calculate how little they can 
with good service sell for. Again the 
Capitalists’ Elevators: were built for the 
purpose of buying grain at the lowest 
possible price. But the U.G.G. Elevators 
were erected for. the purpose of service, 
viz., to handle honestly on the least possible 
margin and get the highest possible price 
on the open market, not for themselves, 
like the capitalists, but for their patrons 
To my mind the grandest feature of all is 
that their net profits are not used to bloat 
those who are already immensely rich, 
but in expanding the system so that more 
and more of our brother farmers may be 
emancipated from the evils from which 
we have been freed, which I submit, is not 
talking about democracy, But Democracy 
in Action! 

Mr. Carp quotes many glaring crimes 
of the Dominion Government to which he 
might have added the cruel, discrimination 
in the matter of pensions, against privates, 
nou-commissioned officers, and those who 
did not vote, which I freely admit is 
almost unbelievable, only we know the 
preparedness of the old line Party grafters 
in its composition. But surely he cannot 
blame our few Grain Growers’ Representa- 
tives for things which they were powerless 
to prevent, but at the proper time, which 
recent events show is rapidly approaching, 
we will demand of them an account of their 
doings. In the interval let us speed up 
our N.P.L. and prepare for the conflict, 
which I trust will not find us unprepared. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I thank you 
for giving me so much space 'in your paper. 
My only apology is that being proud of 
my membership in the three great move- 
ments, each having a distinct function of 
its own to perform for Democracy,-— 
U.F.A., U.G.G., and N.P.L., my desire 
is that each one may do its part without 
causing friction or discord in either of the 
others. © —Joun C. BUCKLEY. 

* * * 


A WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE AT 
THE PEACE CONFERENCE 


Open Letter to The Calgary Herald 
Craigmyle, Alta., Nov. 23rd, 1918. 


That the Women,—especially of Calgary, 
—should want to have a woman at the 
Peace Conference does ‘‘not commend 
itself’? to The Herald. Besides it might 
embarrass Borden to know that the women 


‘of Canada took enough interest in the 


closing event of the Great War to want a 
representative at the Peace Conference, 
therefore that settles it. The Herald and 
Borden Vs. The -Women, they have no 
chance. Go back and sit down and only 
speak when you are spoken to. Besides 
they are admonished, that all selfish wishes 
should be forgotten, and the whole thing 


left to the men, ‘‘who happen;by accident ' 


to be in charge.’’ ‘ 


The Alberta Non Partisan 


The Non Partisan Letter Box 


Avoid long letters—300 to 400 words are quickest read. Send them in. 


I would ask The Herald if it was an 
accident that disfranchised the majority 
of the women of Canada at the last election? 
Doubtless by the same subtle process of 
reasoning ~The Women of Canada were 
selfish when they gave the blood of their 
sons until it flowed like water on the 
fields of France ? 

Away with such rubbish, from what 
ought to be a respectable paper. The 
Women have earned representation, and 
should have it if they want it. 

Mentally reviewing the way things were 
handled here during the war, it is open to 
question whether some of our “best 
qualified,’’ that have gone from Canada to 
the Conference had not better been re- 
placed by women? 

Yours, fo-% S. STEVENSON. 


URGENCY OF POLITICAL ACTION. 


Immediate Action Advocated by a 
Lethridge Farmer. 


Box 712, Lethbridge, Alta., 
Nov. 29th ,1918. 


Editor, Alberta Non-Partisan:— 

I have been reading, with interest, the 
opinions of various writers in the last two 
editions of the A.. N. P., in reference to 
political action on the part of farmers. 
If ,as Mr. Dunham states, the U. F. A. has 
some greater object to attain than mere 
politics, it is hard to grasp, for what is of 
more importance’ than measures passed 
which make or mar the prosperity of a 
country. 

While the U. F. A. is not directly poli- 
tical, yet indirectly we are, for have we not 
repeatedly sent delegations down to Otta- 
wa asking concessions from these poli- 
ticians (who are public servants, or ought 
to be), whom we have placed in power by 
our vote, instead of voting for men who are 
representing our interests. Does Mr. Dun- 
ham presume that,-through these delega- 
tions, and the Canadian Council of Agri- 
culture, acting as mediators, that we are 
pursuing the wisest course ? Has organiza- 
tion and progress been stagnant for a 
period of thirty years, that we must still re- 
main inactive? Are we not losing the 
main source of our organized power, by 
being indifferent to matters that directly 
concern us? Or, are we devoid of all 
initiative, that we must perforce follow 
some ancient precedent ? 

True, our organization has made some 
progress of a beneficial nature, and it is 
true, also, a number of progressive measures 
have been rejected. If we ever hope to 
see the realization of a true Democracy 
(for which thousands of our brave men have 
sacrificed their all), we can never accom- 
plish it by voting for autocratic candi- 
dates. 

What good is the ballot if we have no 
option, but to vote for ‘men whose in- 
terests are directly in opposition to our 
own ? It is practically worthless! If we 
register our vote for men we know not, 
nor how they are financed, nor what in- 
terests they are representing, we are using 
our power to our own detriment, and, 
therefore, might just as well be without it. 
The only way to bring our power to one 
hundred per cent. efficiency is by having 
our own representative, and through 
the amalgamation of all classes of labor 
organization. 

This is a somewhat difficult problem,. but 
a movement to effect its accomplishment 
might he brought about by a convention 
of delegates from the U. F. A., and all 
classes of organized labor, to discuss ways 


and means of action. ‘The 
mediate action is essential if we of im 
any hope for democracy, for this on 
be accomplished through ‘he on 
the people’s vote. The powers that 4 
: e 


—FRED Senr 
West Lethbridge UE A 
* ook x ae 
A PEOPLE’S GOVERNMEN 
WE NEED. \~ 1S WHAT 


Carseland, Alta., Noy. 22, 1918 


Mr. Editor:—I have been a silent Teader | 
of your paper since it was first print i | 
It has sure been interesting to read i 
and the different opinions of the people to 
contribute. They are all good and end 
efforts should eventually wake ‘the fatnie 


p. 

There is an old saying, when 
gets his pipe filled, and plenty on 
stomach, he is satisfied, and how true it ie 
He thinks it useless to bother his héad 
about the larger things, such as Political 
affairs. They are too deep subjects. fo 
him to ponder over. As long as the other 
fellows are tending to that part, wh 
should he worrw, so long as: he is getting 

i : g 
$2.21 for his wheat, never thinking thathaq 
everybody been like him; $1.40 y *- 
have been the price. The result .. 
have been considerably different were iy 
for men like Mr. Woods and others. 

We must get a new form of government 
sooner or later, and the sooner the common 
people realize this fact, the better it wil] 
be for the people and country in general, 
To my. mind the common people include 
about seventy-five per cent. of all the people 
and suppose they would all vote the 
same way at the election booth, they 
would then have a kind of government ac- 
cording to their-heart’s desire. 

The present government uever passed 
any laws for the express purpose of bene- 
fitting the farmer or any of the working 
people. They even thought wheat could 
be raised $1.40 .per bushel in these times, 
when other commodities have advanced 
almost treble. For instance, the govern- 
ment advocated hog production in great 
style, and the present price is $16.75 on 
foot, with bacon selling around 50 cents 
per pound, There must be an awful 
waste to some of these hogs if they have 
to sell bacon for 50 cents. Who is mak- 
ing the profits? ‘The packers. Why? 
Because they are organized. Were the 
farmers organized as well as the packers 
and all the other corporations and concerns, 
then perhaps we could do something also. 
But farmers, as a rule, are hard to get to- - 
gether. I have seen it in our local U.F.A. 
(being president three years) unless theres 
something special doing. 

I would also like to draw attention to the 
way some of the large machine compaules 
are skinning the people and the people 
don’t know it. I worked for one of the 
largest machine companies .in the worl 
at one time, and the salesman got forty. 
per cent. for selling, and afterwards fifteen 
per cent. for collecting his own accounts, 
and the manager of each house or division 
got fifteen per cent. also to help office aa 
warehouse rent, and other general expen 
This total makes seventy per cent. ee 
freight and tariff, so it shows the cost 0 
manufacturing is very small. h 

This one thing alone ought to be barr 
to set any intelligent man thinking : 
things are not as they should be by at 
means, and at the next election Oi 
give your vote away, for everyone Cort 
and it is your only chance to do Ons ‘ 

A people’s government is what we cote 
and I am a booster for it, and every tly 
should be. Too many are politica”. 


ot 


en aT TT 
dead. They do not think there is any 
connection between politics and all their 
daily troubles. Yet they talk fast enough 
about the grafting politicians. 

I thank you. JAS. NELSLN. 


AN INDEPENDENT PRESS A 
NECESSITY 


The Editor, ALBERTA Non-Partisan:— 


I notice in recent issues of Tue Non- 
PARTISAN a desire expressed by a number 
of correspondents for the establishing of 
a free and independent press. 

I am convinced this is a matter that 
should receive our most serious and immedi- 
ate consideration. If the Non-Partisan 
Movement is going to grow (and I believe 
it is) and become a powerful factor in the 
Political life of our country, then it is 
imperative that we have a public press, 
controlled absolutely by the working 
people, whether they be on the farm, the 
factory, the warehouse or the office. 

The public press of to-day is controlled 
by men whose interests are diametrically 
opposed to the best interests of the workers, 
and although there may be many editors, 
who if they consulted their own inclina- 
tions, would gladly print the truth,—they 
dare not do it. It is a question of bread 
and butter with them, and men are 
sometimes obliged to do many things they 
do not like when their living is at stake. 
The nett result is that a distorted view 
of all matters pertaining to the weal of 
the working-people is presented to the 
public. 

A notable instance of this was brought 
to my attention during the recent freight- 

‘handlers’ strike in Calgary. A Calgary 
daily paper published lengthy editorials 
on the questions involved. A reader who 
possibly only reads that paper, would 
naturally, to some extent at any rate, 
form his viewpoint on the question at 
issue from those editorials. The conclu- 
sions formed would be that those strikers 
were nothing but a bunch of disloyal 
citizens,—pro-German, if you like,—out 
to hamper the legitimate business of the 
country at a time when all should be 
‘pulling together. Whereas when the 
truth of the matter was published subse- 
quently by a writer in THE NON-PARTISAN, 
an entirely different viewpoint was pre- 
sented, mostly very creditable to the 

ikers, and, to put it mildly, not very 
creditable to a certain over-rich corpora- 
_ tion. 

It is said that environment moulds the 
character of the individual. May we 
not assume that the subject matter that 
we read, also, has something to do with 
the opinions and convictions formed. If 
_ nothing but the reactionary press is read, 
the average reader will gradually come to 
accept their viewpoint as the correct one 
on public questions.. To educate the 
people is an urgent necessity. Present the 
truth, get them to take an intelligent 
Interest in their duties of citizenship and 
let them form their own conclusions. 

Given those conditions, I have great 
faith in their sound judgment when called 
upon to give a decision on public questions. 

‘he United Farmers of Ontario have 

decided that it is essential to have a public 
Press controlled by them, and working for 
their interests, and that of the workers 
Senerally; They have started raising by 
Subscriptions, half a million dollars to 
launch a daily paper. Labor Unions in 
Manitoba have taken action and now 
ave their own press.’ If it is necessary to 

0 this in Ontario and Manitoba, it is 

equally, if not more so in Alberta. | 
hat are we going to do about it? 
In a recent issue appeared an article by 
J. C, Buckley of Gleichen, showing in 


The Alberta Non Partisan 


very forcible manner the b , 
enefits th 
farmers have derived through establishing 


their own elevator system. The Farmers’ 


Commercial Company is r i 
| ; ender 
nae service to the Maries of Werte 
anada. If the Farmers’? Commercial 
ompany was a necessity, a public press 
Controlled and working for the interests 
of the people is even more so. Its field 
of usefulness would be extensive, and its 
power for good cannot be estimated. Be- 
fore the Grain Growers’ Grain Company 
was possible, the farmers had to dig down 
into their pockets and subscribe the 
necessary capital. Before a free, and 
independent press is possible we shall have 
to take similar action, as before committing 
ourselves to a project of this kind it will 
be essential to have the financial end of 
it established on a sound business basis 
beyond any question of failure. 


Unfortunately the harvest has been a 
failure. Farmers, (the reactionary press 
to the contrary) between now and next 
harvest are going to know hard times. 
But farmers are used to hard times. 
Notwithstanding the scarcity of cash, I 
believe if we act unitedly and subscribe 
all we can, we can raise sufficient capital 
to launch a free and independent press 
in Alberta. 


Do not let us expect some disinterested 
capitalist.to come along and finance this 
matter for us. That would be no good. 
If the working people ever get economic 
justice, it can only be done by their own 
united and unaided action. 


Trusting an effort will be made to start 
the enterprise. Yours for Justice, 
DONALD CAMERON, 


Secretary, Lake View U.F.A., 
Elnora, Alta. 


to weat. 


This shoe is made from No. 
1 leather throughout, and wil 
stand up under the hardest 


wear. Sizes 6 to ll. 


Price, delivered to your 
nearest post office, for $5. 50 


Witha money-back guarantee 
Shoe as shown, in black or 


tan. 


WHEN IN CALGARY 
Stay at 


Empire Hotel 


EMPIRE HOTEL COMPANY 
W. J. Stokes, Prop. 


European Plan, from $1.00 up 
Rooms with Bath, $2.00 
Steam Heat 
FIRST-CLASS CAFE IN CONNEGTION 
FAMILY TRADE SOLICITED 


119 NINTH AVENUE EAST 


FARMLANDS 


LASHER & GILLILAN LTD. 


OFFICES AT: 
Gleichen, Three Hijls, and 
Youngstown, Alberta 


_. HEAD OFFICE: 
809 Centre Street, Calgary 


PHONE M2996 
Write for Booklet and Map o 
lberta. 3 


RELIABLE SHOES AT FACTORY PRICES. 


Buy Your Shoes from the 


Calgary Custom Shoe Factory 
and Save Money. 
Watch this space every issue for Shoe Bargains 


and take advantage of our 

For this week we are offering to the first 300 customers a high-grade 

men’s shoe, made especially for the farm, at a factory price. Guaranteed 
Orders shipped same day as received. 


low prices. 


WE ALSO DO FIRST-CLASS REPAIRING. 
Send for our price list. Shoes made to order. 


NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 


216a Eighth Avenue East Calgary, Alberta 
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Lethbridge, Nov. 27th, 1918. 


THE ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN. 
Dear Sir:— 

Replying to your kind letter in which 
you offer me the columns of THE Non- 
PARTISAN, will say: 


Ist—I am glad to note that THe Non- 
PARTISAN editorially agrees with me in 
the view that whatever action Farmers 
may take politically that the U.F.A. 
should remain strictly Non-Political, and 
I trust that your able Editor will continue 
to advocate this policy among the members 
of the League: 


2nd—Regarding replies to the articles 
that you published, owing to the personal- 
ities contained in the articles by Mr. Weir, 
I do not care to make any reply, but in the 
paper for which these articles are prepared, 
I recently referred to Mr. Weir’s article 
in the following language: ‘‘Our friend 
Jim was very pointed in telling us some 
truths,’’ as he calls them, and the closing 
paragraph of his article reads as follows :— 


“In conclusion, what the U.F.A. and 
the Non-Partisan League too, needs 
now as it never needed them before, is 
‘men of lionlike courage, of utter fear-. 
Jessness, of political knowledge and 
political grasp, anda spirit of generous 
self-sacrifice who like Cesar ‘dare tell 
gray-beards the truth—though it costs 
a crown.” 


Though Jim hardly meant this as humor, 
yet under the circumstances in which it 
was used it appears to us very funny. True 
our beard is getting gray, yet we hardly 
imagined that it» took such ‘‘lionlike 
courage,’’ etc., to tell us “‘the truth.’”’? Jim 
evidently has the qualities, however, that 
are ‘mentioned in the quotation, and with 
‘fa generous spirit of self-sacrifice’ he 
dares to tell: us though it cost a crown. 
‘The better you know our friend Jim and 
‘our own plain self, the richer the passage 
becomes. 


3rd—In regard to the Cartoon in THE 
NON-PARTISAN, in this week’s paper we 
are writing as article enclosed :— 

(See articlebelow.) 

Bear in mind I am not in any way 
antagonistic to the endeavor of the Non- 
Partisan League, but the intention in my 
‘articles is to show the importance of 
keeping the endeavors of the U.F.A. 
independent of all Political Organizations. 


Again thanking you for offer of your 
columns and assuring. you that I shall 
feel free to accept the same as occasion 
requires. 

Yours truly, S.S. Dunyam. 
* * * 


“PROBLEMS OF THE ORGANIZED 


FARMERS 


Nuts to Crack by the U.F.A. 


By S. S. Dunnam, Ex Vice-President 


As bearing tpon our recent article as 
to the position that the U.F.A. should 
maintain in political controversies, THE 
ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN has a somewhat 
interesting cartoon in which Sifton, Foster, 
Borden, Cockshutt and Flavelle are sitting 
at one table eating ‘‘ Political Fie,’’ and 
H. W. Wood, Rice-Jones and myself are 
sitting at the other tatle marked ‘‘No 


Politics,’? while Jim Weir and. other Non- | 


Partisans are pointing to the table at which 
we are sitting and saying: “‘‘Let’s teach 
the U.F.A. the use of the ballot and get 
pie too.” This cartoon is significant. 


/ 


The Rienta Non Partisan 


Problems for Farmers 


Nothing is truer than that the Farmer 
should learn the best way to use the 
ballot, nor that the Farmer should learn 
to do his own thinking, and if as a result 
of that thinking he feels that the best way 
for him to accomplish his purposes is for 
the U.F.A. to become a political party, 
then we say, Amen. No doubt by so 
doing certain political aspirants among us 
will eat ‘‘ Political Pie,” and to our mind 
just here we are touching the vital 
point. As soon as the efforts of the 
organization become predominantly politi- 
cal in its nature, the ‘‘pie hunters”’ auto- 
matically become the active factors in its 
endeavors, and men who see the more 
important things for the organization and 
endeavor to keep it strictly non-partisan 
in its efforts are relegated to the rear. 


This is exactly the course that former 
organizations heretofore existing on the 
Continent have taken. Having gone 
through and participated in the entire 
Farmers’ Alliance and Populist movement 
in the States, we naturally wish to avoid 
this error. But it has been the history 
of Farmers’ Organizations that just in 
proportion that they assume the attitude 
of political parties do they loose their 
power as economic factors. The Grange 
of the seventies became the green-back 
party of the early eighties. The Farmers’ 
Alliance beginning in the early nineties 
grew very much more rapidly and became 
the Populist party. These organizations 
started just as the U.F.A. started pur- 
porting to be non-political but gradually 
assuming political functions and organizing 
along political lines until the political 
efforts become predominant, and then the 
finale, Recently in the States the Society 
of Equity became strong, now, within the 
same Territory the Non-Partisan League 
is assuming large proportions, but the 
Society of Equity has declined in direct 
proportion to the activity of the League. 


The reader must bear in mind that in 
the States there is much more opportunity 
for a sectional party to achieve success 
than in Canada. Under United States 
Constitution, Article 10 provides that 
‘“‘powers not delegated to the United 
States by the constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States are reserved to the States 
respectively or to the people.” It will be 
seen therefore that the great residuum of 
the Legislation in the States rests with 
the State, while with us, in the British 
North American Act, our constitution, 
certain powers are enumerated for the 
Dominion and certain powers for the 
Province, but the great residuum is 
reserved to the Dominion, and as a 
result a State has much wider legislative 
powers than a Province. Suth subjects 
as the Criminal Code, with all that that 
means, Marriage and Divorce, Banking 
legislation-and other powers too numerous 
to mention are in the State matters of 
State Jurisdiction, but in the Dominion 
are matters for the Dominion Parliament. 
Besides in the States such officers as 
Railway Commissioners, Grain Commis- 
Sioners, Judges of the Supreme Court, etc., 
are elected. by the people of the State; 
here they are appointed by the Domin- 
ion Government, so that it is apparent 
at once that a sectional minority party 
has infinitely more power in the States 
than such a party can have in the Domin- 
ion. Further it is possible for a party 
that does not receive one-half of the votes 
in the States to be elected, many of the 
Presidents were elected by a plurality 
not a majority; here the Government 
must be sustained by at least a majority 


~ 


of the members of Parliament 

At present it is true that politics is j 
chaotic condition, but Canadians evan 
where are thinking more than prior fan : 
War, and party alignments are sure ae 
re-drawn. It is inconceivable that th : 
will not be a great Commoner 's ae 
which will ‘unite all thinking prody 
oh one side as against the capit ee 
predatory elements on the other, 


The U.F.A.. and the Canadian Council 
of Agriculture have an important work e 
do in moulding public opinion as it affects 
this alignment, but as an organization it 
should and ‘will, we trust, maintain it 
heretofore sound position of organization 
along strictly economic and educational 
lines independent of all parties, Onl 
yesterday we read that magnificent book 
“Deep Furroughs,” and any unbiased 
member who reads this book cannot but 
be impressed with the great work that has 
been accomplished and the sound judgment 
that was exercised by the founders of the 
organization when they determined that 
the ‘organization should be strictly non. 
political. 

By pursuing this course the Organized 
Farmers of the Prairie Provinces have 
wielded more real influence and accom. 
plished more real good than any farmers’ 
organization yet existing, and whether we 
are members of the Non-Partisan League 
or not let us not jeopardize the work that 
has already been attained, or in any way 
hinder the greater work that is yet to be 
done by permitting the organization to 
drift into the political arena as a party or 
allowing it to become involved in any 
entangling political alliances. 

—Ss. S. DunHam. 
* * * 

Read Glambeck's ‘*Promise of the 

Future’’—page 7. 


“‘The Company With a Record”. 


Great North 
Insurance. 


CO. num 


Fire, Automobile 
Hail and Live Stock 


Farmers! Place your insurance with. 
a company whose Head Office 1s 
within easy reach and prompt service 
can be given. ; 


See our local agent or write Head 
Office :— 


205 Oddfellows’ Block, Calgary, Alta. 
or The Empire Financiers Ltd., 
307 Darke Block, Regina, Sask. 


Prompt adjustment and Payment 
of Losses 
On 2b Sten come 


Agents Wanted 


W. J. WALKER, J. T. NORTH; 
Pres. and Mgr. Secretary. 
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alistic and — 


The Lawyers’ Monopoly of Legisiation. 
In what I wiite in 
this issue it must 
be fully understood 
that personal ani- 
mus donot dictate 
one syllable; nor do 
I believe that mem- 
bers of the profes- 
sion have the 
slightest autipathy 
toward farmers as a 
class. Indeed, 
nearly all the prac- 
ticing barristers in 
Alberta were farmer 
boys and aside from 
the professional ne- 
cessity that makes all clients in a great 
measure look alike to them, they nearly all 
. treasure a lingering affection for the farm 
and for The Old Folks at Home. So that 
in any thing said, let it be fully understood 
it is the system that is attacked and not 
the men. 

I have made this statement before, and I 
make it now, legislation in this Dominion, 
both provincial and federal, is lawyer-ridden 
to death, just-as the theatrical profession 
in New York is Jew-ridden to death. I 
do not know how many lawyers there are 
in Canada, nor in’ Alberta, but I do know 
that they form a great army of non- 
producers who must of necessity live off 
the labor of others. Hundreds and hun- 
dreds of them toil not, neither do they 
spin, yet Solomon in all his glory hadn’t 
much on them in the enjoyment of the 
roses and lilies of life. 

There is no profession that so smoothly 
fits in with politics as that of law, none 
that so accords in training and environ- 
ment; and it follows as the night the day 
that an abnormal proportion of lawyers are 
in every legislature. 

In Ottawa, at present, in a cabinet of 
twenty-four members, with and without 
portfolios, I am told that twenty are 
lawyers, and the four that are not have 
practically neither voice nor influence. 

In Alberta, under Mr. Sifton, there were 

wm five lawyers out of eight. At present, the 

heed situation is reversed. There is this an- 

Sos omalous situation about it, however, that 
each of the lawyer ministers lives. in the 
city but represents a strictly rural con- 
stituency. 

On the Legal Bills Committee, named by 
the Premier last session, there were eight 
lawyers, two doctors and a busted real- 
estate dealer. And when the question, 
which the U. F. A. had taken before the 
cabinet, and which had been turned down 
that of having .a jury in civil cases came up 
—I observed that in a province, eighty ‘per 
cent. of whese people are engaged in farm- 
ing, there was not a farmer, real or arm- 
chair, on the committee that had to deal 
an it. I cite this case just as an illustra- 
ion, 

Then, the rich harvest the lawyer hang- 
ers on reap in this province, and in the 
Dominion! Some $50,000 was paid out 
last year in Alberta to Legal firms to do 
work that in England, and other places, 
ls done by the attorney-general, his 
deputy, and his staff, 

_ But, one-sided as is much of the legisla- 

tion in this country, it is the essence of 

Cquity compared with the practice in our 
courts, It may shock the followers of 

mae Blackstone, but I am bound to say that 
q our om constitutes a species of bri- 
gandage that might have turned Dick 


urpin and his ilk green with envy. 


a Sup Done Bill Smith steals one hundred 
Romnte ie Tom Jones. Jones makes 
ee ee o the proper authority. Smith 

ted. The Crown hires a lawyer, 
and Smith, if he can afford it, hires one also. 
It takes hours and sometimes days to de- 
cide whether the case should go on at all or 
not. It probably goes to a higher court, 
and may be appealed and fussed over until 
it 1s forgotten in the maze of legal pro- 
gression. Finally, Smith is found guilty 
and goes to jail with hard lahor. The 
crown attorney gets paid; the constable 
gets paid; the J. P. gets paid; probably 
Smith’s lawyer got paid in advance; the 
State exacts from Smith a term of labor, 
but where in all this dces Tom Jones come 
in. Does he get his hundred dollars if 
Smith had hid it, or spent it before his ar- 
rest ? Not on your life. Jones loses his 
hundred, his time, his temper, and prob- 
ably some expense money besides, and was 
a fool not to take his first loss, keep quiet, 
and be more watchful for the future. 
Now, in all justice , the state should have 
made Smith, when he was found guilty, 
perform enough work to re-imburse Jones 
his loss and then have turned him loose. 
It couldn’t very well keep him at hard labor 
long enough to pay all the expenses of his 
trial because there is a limit to human life. 

Now this is an every-day occurrence, 
and causes no comment, but when put 
down in cold ink it looks so ludicrous and 
unfair thatit would astonish any one but a 
habitue, or an official of a Canadian court- 
room. It is almost as ludicrous as the 
spectacle of a clientless lawyer police ma- 
gistrate fining a hundred people for not 
wearing masks for the public safety and in 
a public place, while he wore none himself 
in the court-room. Perhaps a court-room, 
after all, isn’t a public place. but the pri- 
vate preserve of the men a public pays for 
the privilege of being over-guarded. 

The power the creditor class has over the 
debtor class in this country forms a condi- 
tion worthy of the pen of Charles Dickens 
in the hey day of his popularity. Our 
courts are made for the creditor class. 
The whole system of making the losing 
party pay the costs of the successful party 
is in the interest of the creditor—the man 
with the money. ‘The parties to every 
contested law-suit ‘‘ chance’’ the amount 
of the costs, and the railway company, or 
the big implement company can afford 
to take a chance on $500 easier than a 
poor farmer can take a chance on five dol- 
lars, or even one dollar. 


Party costs were originally levied on the | 


man who had done a wrong, but the prac- 
tice has been extended by the lawyers and 
the interests that can afford to hire them 
and pay fat fees to all cases. Fair legisla- 
tion, not lawyer-made, would limit these 
party costs strictly to cases of actual 
wrong, such as deceit, fraud, over-reaching 
and unnecessary proceeding. 
But what should be said of party costs in 
ontested cases. 
re an implement company $200. He 
admits the debt, and has no desire to 
repudiate it, but cannot pay. He is sued, 
and judgment goes against him for the debt, 
court fees and costs. It will take $250, or 
perhaps $300 to pay the original debt of 
$200. Thus the farmer pays the costs of 
maintaining the courts, -and the cost of 
collecting debts from himself, and all for 
the benefit of the corporation. } 
‘he machinery bill in this province 
provides redress in cases where the agent 
lied or the machine didn’t stand up, ae 
while the companies were very sore, an 


Suppose a farmer ' 


| Outlawed by Lawyers - 


By JaMEs WEIR, M.L,.A. 


even threatened to leave the province’ 
it is noted that most of them are still doing 


business at the sarhe old stands and have- | 


n't suffered greatly from the measure. But 
the system of party costs in uncontested 
cases is still in vogue, and the party-heeler 
bailiff still works for the creditor and draws 
his pay from—or sweats it out of the 
debtor. 


Two or three years ago a young man in 
the Okotoks district sued a well-known 
publishing company for libel. On the 
advice of his lawyer, he included the busi- 
ness manager in the action. The action 
in that regard was dismissed, as it had every 
right to be. In the action against the 
company, the jury disagreed, .and the 
plaintiff lost out. On the merits of the 
case I have no comment to make; but at 
the conclusion the young man found him- 
self loaded with a bill of costs amounting 
I am told to nearly $400. Now, what I 
don’t understand is this: The judge re- 
ceived a large salary; the sherriff received 
a salary of $3,000 a year; the clerk of the 
court is well paid, and every one connected 
with the case received a becoming re- 
muneration, and yet this lad had a load of 
debt hanging over his head for years. 


If you talk to any fair-minded lawyer he 
will tell you that many of these things 
should be changed, but, in my opinion, the 
time will only come for that change when 
the farmers and workers gain control of the 
government and make the change them- 
selves. In New Zealand, I am informed, 
there are appointed as arbitrators of 
difference men who may, or may not, be 
(and in most cases, they are not) lawyers. 
The disputants appear before the arbi- 
trator with witnesses, if advisable or 
necessary, state their respective cases, and 
the arbitrator decides the issue. N 
winded special pleaders are permitted to 
cite cases that were decided in the time of 
Richard III, to place every obstacle in the 
way of a fair decision, to befuddle and 
confuse the mind of the arbitrator, to brow- 
beat and bull-dose the witnesses, nor to. 
in any way provide the spectacles so often 
seen in our courts. And, incidentally, it 
may be stated that in New Zealand the 
legal profession is not overcrowded, and 
the shyster is as rare as the mastodon. 


There is no nobler profession than that of 
the law. There are in Alberta a number of 
Nature’s Noblemen practising the pro- 
fession. More than once in British history 
the liberties of the people have been pre- 
served by members of the bar, but my ori- 
ginal contention still stands that the legisla- 
tion of this country is lawyer-ridden to 
death, and a power too absolute to be a 
mortal’s trust, is placed .in their hands, 
both legally and_ legislatively. 

—JAMES WEIR. 


WHEN IN TOWN 
THE PLACE TO EAT 


WHITE. 
LUNCH 


LIMITED 


128 8TH AVE. EAST 
108 STH AVE. WEST 
| (Opposite C.P.R. Depot). 
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No long- . 
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VOTE FOR 


City Council School Board 

Lieut. L. L. Johnson 
H. he. ent : 
D, J. Young 


Major McCoubrey Hospital Board 
C, F. Adams_ 


Ff. E. Osborne _ G. T. C. Robinson 
I. G. Ruttle S. S. Savage 


Dr. Leslie Wright H. T. Whittemore 


D. E. Black 
Fred Johnston 
R. J. Lydiatt 
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N.B.--Do not use X when Voting. This means a spoiled ballot. Use figures only 
opposite candidates’ names in order of your preference. rene 
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